FEEDING THE SOIL
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iree essential plant foods altogether in one com-
1 with the elimination of most of the extraneous
nts such as lime and magnesia, chlorids and sul-
* the last three hundred years the American peo-
ive been living on the unearned increment of the
upied land. But now that all our land has been
1 out in homesteads and we cannot turn to new
rhen we have used up the old, we must learn, as
der races have learned, how to keep up the supply
int food. Only in this way can our population in-
B and prosper. As we have seen, the phosphate
ion need not bother us and we can see our way
toward solving the nitrate question. We gave!
1-overnment $20,000,000 to experiment on the pro-
on of nitrates from the air and the results will
s for fields as well as firearms. But the question
L independent supply of cheap potash is still un-